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KERFOOTS-SIOP FAWR-
the Town's big store has been completely refurbished
this year and now has a reproduction of the
original 1870's shop front.

On our three floors you will find:-

HOLIDAY AND LEISURE GOODS, GIFTS OF ALL
KINDS, CHINA, GLASS, HOUSEHOLD GOODS,
SOFT FURNISHINGS, HARDWARE & FURNITURE

... IN FACT EVERYTHING FOR HOLIDAY & HOME

COME & SEE OUR NEW
PORTHMADOG HISTORY EXHIBITION

; CINATING PAST
T THE TOWN'S UNIQUE & FAS A
(Lhﬁtf:ﬁ?:rdAIE?c\){nunnuon with Gwynedd Archives & Museum Service)

RAIN OR SHINE, PAY US A VISIT—We are by the roundabout
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Chairman’s Welcome

Ar rhan aeloday y Siambr Fasnach Dymunaf estyn ein dymuniadau goreu i chwi am
ymweliad hapus a phleserus ir ardal yma sydd yn un or rhai mwaf prydferth yn y wlad.
Yr ydym yna i 'chynorthwyo as i wneud eich arhosiadyn un gofiadwy.

Cewch hwyl yn ceisio ein cyfamryson a chymerwch fantais or hollcynygiadau sydd ar
gael o fewn.

Croeso cynes i chwi oll!

Geraint Ffestin Williams. Cadeirydd.

On behalf of the members of our Chamber of Trade I extend to you our good wishes for
a happy and enjoyable visit to this wonderful and most beautiful part of Wales. We are here

to help you and make your stay a memorable one.

Have fun entering our competition and take advantage of the offers available to you
inside.
A warm hearted welcome to you all!

Geraint Ffestin Williams. Chairman.

Au nom des membres de notre Chambre de Commerce, je vous souhaite une visite
heureuse at agréable dans cette région merveilleuse - la plus belle région du Pays de
Galles. Nous sommes ici pour vous aider et pour rendre votre sé¢jour mémorable. Amusez-
vous bien, participez a notre concours, et profitez de touz les offres qui sont disponsibles.
Un acceuil chaleureaux a vous tous.

Geraint Ffestin Williams. Le President.

In Namen der Mitglieder unserer Handelskammer wiinsche ich Ihnen einen frohen und
angenehmen Auftenthalt in diesem schonsten Teil von Wales. Wir sind bereit Ihnen in
Jjeder Weise behilflich zu sein um Ihren Besuch so erlebnisreich wie moglich zu machen.
Viel spass mit unserem Wettbewerb!

Sie sind uns allen herzlich willkommen!

Geraint Ffestin Williams. Vorstand.




The following outline history
and notes should be read in
conjunction with the map (centre
pages).Awalk could be undertaken
at the same time, beginning at the
Madoc Hotel, Tremadoc and
progressing to Porthmadog via the
sites mentioned. Once in
Porthmadog follow the High Street
or Madoc Street to reach Ynys
Tywyn (P) then wander to visit the
remaining sites described.

Porthmadoc and Tremadog are
comparatively modern towns.

Brian & Stelna Meadows

PIODEN (Magpie)

GIFTS, GREETINGS CARDS, ANTIQUES.

1 Stryd Fawr, Porthmadog, Gwynedd.
Ffon: (0766) 513868
1 High Street, Porthmadog, Gwynedd.

Tel: (0766) 513868

Rheilfford Ucheldir Cymru

WELSH HIGHLAND RAILWAY

Hwyl I'r Teulu - Fun for all the Family
Parcio - Parking, Siop - Shop,
Bwyd - Refreshments
Trip Hanner -awr - Half Hour Trip

Oedolion - 60p Adults
Plant - 40p Children
Pensiynwyr - Pensioners
Teulu - £1.75 Family
CREOSE - WELCOME

Neither town is yet two hundred
years old. To understand why and
how they came into existence it is
necessary to know a little about
William Alexander Madocks, 1773
- 1828.

Madocks was born into a
Denbighshire family and from an
early age developed a deep and
lifelong interest in this part of
Caernarfonshire. His father, John
Madocks enjoyed a distinguished
career at the Bar and it was assumed
that William Madocks underwent

[x]

NEIL J. NOUTCH
T.V. RENTAL, SALES & SERVICE
SPECIALISTS IN PHILIPS, PYE, AUDIO VIDEO & HI-FI

156 STRYD FAWR/HIGH STRET, PORTHMADOG, GWYNEDD LL49 9NU.
Telephone: Porthmadog 513320

the initial training and studied with
a firm of solicitors, his interests
were always too wide to be
channelled into one profession. As
ayoung man he found that anything
connected with the land was
fascinating: scientific management
of property, new methods of
farming and forestry and, above all
else landscape, architecture and
town planning.

Madocks first came to North
Wales as one of a new generation
of travellers, eager to reach and
explore some of the remoter parts
of the country, athome and abroad,
and thence on return to regale their
friends with tales of their exploits,
the scenery and of the wonders
(and horrors!), of travel.

K. K. CYCLES
(KANDY KITCHENS)

° RALIEGH 5 STAR CYCLE AGENTS
AND SERVICE DEALERS

° SPECIALISTS IN CYCLE REPAIRS

141 HIGH STREET. i
Telephone: Porthmadog 74§
512310

Madocks’ interesthoweverran
deeper than this and he was greatly
struck by the wild north western
corner of Snowdonia and in time
acquired a house in Dolgellau.
From there he was able to make
more frequent journeys into the
mountains and surrounding
countryside. He had also at this
time been left a sum of money in
his father’s will which had
stipulated that it was to be used for
the acquisition of land.

Nigel Hughes

Ffotograffydd/Photographer

For all your photogrraphic
needs whilst in the area

Stiwdio’r Gest, High Street,
Porhmadog, Gwynedd.

Tel: (0766) 513612

The Sandwich Bar

SNOWDON STREET, PORTHMADOG

The Best Sandwich in Town

You Name It - We Make It
Plus Pies - Cakes - Quiches

Then Pop next door to
RICHARD NEWELL'S BUTCHERS
Stack your Freezer




When he first saw the area
where Tremadog and Porthmadog
now stand Madocks looked on a
wide esturial area of marsh and
sand flats which extended from the
foot of the Tremadog hills on the
one side and across the river
Glaslyn to the Penrhyn peninsula
on the other. These sand flats
(Traeth  Mawr) extended
northeastwards up to the Glaslyn
valley in one direction and almost
to Penmorfa (a short distance west
of Tremadog on the A487) in the
other. There is an old road running

SUPER
SECONDS

FAMOUS CHAIN-STORE
SECONDS.

SURPLUS STOCKS.

BRANDED CLEARING LINES
IN LADIES’, CHILDENS’
AND MENS’ FASHIONS

25 & 37 HIGH STREET,
PORTHMADOG.

Tel: 514466

Y LLONG / THE SHIP

Telephone: (0766) 512990
ROBERT & NIA JONES

“HEART BEAT WALES AWARD”

BAR MEALS - TRADITIONAL BEERS
THAI/MALAYSIAN CUISINE

Restaurant

Tel: (0766) 514415

Lombard Street, Porthmadog. Gwynedd

from Penforma which you can walk
that will take you past the old St.
Buenos church (parts of which date
from the 14th century) and Tyn
Llan pottery. This road marked the
western edge of the tides. A glance
at the modern map of Snowdonia
(Outdoor Leisure 1:25,000 series,
Harlech and Bala sheet) will make
this clear. Further seaward the
estuary is even wider and includes
another river, the Dwyryd.

Madocks realised that some of
this land could be claimed from the
sea and in time he was able to buy
some small farms and lands on the
Tremadog shore. One of the
holdings he acquired was Ynys
Fadog (B), asmall islet in the sands
of the estuary and traditionally the
point from where the Welsh Prince
Madog set sail for the New World.

It was from here that he constructed
an earth embankment across the
inlet and about 500 hectares were
reclaimed and turned into good
grazing ground. He was
encouraged by this success to
believe that he could reclaim the
whole of the Glaslyn estuary. At
about this time he began alterations
to one of the cottages he had
acquired. This was to become Tan-
yr-Allt, a house which is in use
today as the Snowdonia Steiner
School.

It was at Tan-yr-Allt that
Madocks began todirect the second
stage of his ‘grand plan’. On the
land which he had newly created
he laid out a new town, Tremadog.
The site was also chosen for the
fact that the main road to the Lleyn
Peninsula ran along the edge of his

‘SIOP ELEN’

ELEN MORRISON - DESIGNER
& MAKER OF SOFT FURNISHING

Made-to-Measure Curtains,
Loose Covers, Cushions and
Blinds from a Wide Range of Materials
Home Service - Free Estimates

34b SNOWDON STREET

Tel: 513423 or Blaenau Ffestiniog 830927

Guynedd Caravans

& Accessories

(Proprietor - Andrew Stavein)

The Caravan,
Camping & Calor Centre.

MADOC STREET, PORTHMADOG.
Tel: 513589

land, and it was thought at the time
that this route, ending at Porth
Dinllaen would become the main
route for travellers to Ireland. (The
present AS road had yet to be
constructed, but when it came it
led to the choice of Holyhead as the
Irish Packet station, and not Porth
Dinllaen).

Madocks therefore felt sure that
his new town would become the
last staging post for travellers to
Ireland. The town was conceived
as a ‘“T” shape with the ‘Irish’ road
forming the top of the “T". If you
look for the plaque (C) you will
find the street aptly named. Work
began in 1805 and here Madocks
built new coaching inn, now the
Madoc Hotel (D) and continued to
build arund a square (E) forming a




market place, a town hall (F) in
1807 (Carabuilding), houses, shops
and some smaller inns (G). He also
made provision for a church and a
chapel. Walk now around the
square, the buildings are still as
much as Madocks conceived them
and it is considered an outstanding
example of early nineteenth-
century town planning.

Madocks did not intend
Tremadog to be just a showpeice
however, and he knew that it must
have a sound commercial life if it

GWYNEDD
TRAVEL AGENCY

WORLD WIDE TRAVEL SERVICE
4 Bank Place, Porthmadog, Gwynedd LL49 9AA
Tel: Porthmadog
(0766) 512610/512983/512984
Telex: 61588 ‘.QQ%
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was to survive and prosper. He
built a woollen mill (J) which was
one of the first buildings in Wales
to be run along factory lines. The
building is a ruin today but its
elegant line can still be seen and
the very low aspect roof is a

AVE MORE

ALL

102 VIDEO CAMERA

OFF VHS & VIDEO 8
 TAPES

On Production of

this Advertisement

TEL. PORTHMADOG 514348

<V & 34ADIO

7 BANK PLACE, PORTHMADOG, GWYNEDD

FILM & DEVELOPING
24 EXPOSURE

WITH EVERY
PURCHASE OVER £30

RADIO’S - VIDEO'S - TV
FRIDGES - HAIRDRYERS

WALKEMANS - CAMCORDERS

remarkable feature. The machinery
was water-driven and the source of
the water, Llyn Cwm Bach can be
found in the hills above Tremadog.
The woollen mill was completed
by July 1805 and so that it would
merge with the bare rocky crags
behind, it was painted a dull olive
colour. This attention to detail was
typical of the care which Madocks
lavished on his town. Local wool
was available in abundance from
the sheep farms in Snowdonia and
it was not long before the mill was
exporting considerable quantities

for fresh local seafood and grills
JANE & DAVID PATON

THE
HARBOUR

RESTAURANT

FULLY LICENSED
3 High Street, Porthmadog, Gwynedd
Tel: 0766 2471

Ohe L ingerte

for

LADIES FASHIONWEAR
DRESS FABRICS
MILLINERY
SWIMWEAR
ACCESSORIES

51 High Street,
Porthmadog.
Tele5hone:

512359

of cloth to London. By 1810
however Madocks had been forced
to sell the mill as a going concern
to raise capital for the building of
his great embankment. In addition
to the woollen mill there was an
ancillary fulling mill and a corn
mill. Sadly, the mill building today
stands empty and idle, and with
each passing year it decays further

It will not be long
before the roof falls in and there
appear to be no plans to preserve
this building.

IEERY

FRESHLY MAOE
— >

P
~

OF CRICCIETH
ICE CREAM FAMOU FOR ITS SECRET INGREDIENT
WHY NOT TRY OUR FRESHLY BAKED COOKIES
AND MUFFINS AT

47 HIGH STREET, PORTHMADOG.




In an endeavour to promote
further commerce, Madocks also
built a canal (K). This ran from just
north of the present harbour bridge
to a basin that is now covered by a
modern housing estate in
Tremadog. Madocks believed it
was essential to establish a link
between his town and the coast.
The route of the canal can be traced
if you follow a footpath that begins
to the west of Tremadog. The main
road from Tremadog to
Porthmadog crosses the canal close

R.G. Pritchard
& Sons

FLORISTS, FRUITERERS,
GREENGROCERS, HEALTH FOODS,
CHOCEST FRUITS IN SEASON.
WREATHS & BOUQUETS TO ORDER

120a HIGH STREET, PORTHMADOG.
Telephone: 512029

to the entrance to the secondary
school, Ysgol Eifionydd.

Leave the square now and begin
walking towards Porthmadog.
Madocks named this ‘London

7] [ PAINT - WALLPAPER - HARDWARE ||
i GARDENING - DIY
It’s all at. .. i

'|ERIC OWEN LTD.|

b 117 HIGH STREET, PORTHMADOG ;
! Telephone 512525 |

| L) | FRIENDLY SERVICE AND SOUND ADVICE| L

Road’. His little English church,
St. Mary’s (L) is on the left and a
little further on is the fine
Nonconformist chapel (M) (1807-
10) with an imposing classical style
portico. (Almost opposite is the
Christian Mountain Centre (N).
This house was the birthplace of T.
E.Lawrence, Lawrence of Arabia).
Just after the church there is a left
turning towards the woods which
you take. Enter and follow the paths
to your right. This wood is the site
of a nursery (O) that Madocks
created so that he could paint and
stock his new estates. The mix is
predominantly oak and beech. The
glade ends at the rocky knoll Ynys
Fadog (A). Emerging from the
woodland it is now a short walk to
Porthmadog where Madocks’ story
continues with his last and most

KIDSTUFF

HANDMADE SOFT TOYS AND A WIDE
RANGE OF LOCAL WELSH
CRAFTWORK FOR SALE AT

20 SNOWDON ST., PORTHMADOG
SHOP 0766-51 4653 - HOME 0766-770 122
Mrs. P. Palmer

ambitious project.

Encouraged by the success of
his reclamation schemes he felt
sure that it would be possible to
seal off the Glaslyn estuary. Walk
to the other end of Porthmadog
where on the left just beyond the
harbour bridge you will see a
footpath sign. This leads to the top
of Ynys Tywyn (P) (once, another
rocky islet in the sand flats). The
embankment (Q) you see today to
the southeast is the result of
Madocks’ great enthusiasm and

! 2 DAVIES
/=" MENSWEAR
{5y '% 57 HIGH STREET,
""" PORTHMADOG.
A COMPREHENSIVE SELECTION OF
FORMAL & CASUAL MENSWEAR
Tel: Porthmadog 512539

TG R &H.GT

GEORGE
& SON
-THE JEWELLERS —
116 HIGH STREET, PORTHMADOG.
TELEPHONE 512059

10



vision. Work began from both
shores in 1808 and the gap was
finally closed in July 1811. It is
easy now to take the embankment
for granted, but take a moment to
consider what this work must have
entailed and try toimagine the scene
before 1808, a vast expanse of
marsh and sand at low tide with the
Glaslyn river dividing the two
shores, and at high-tide a
treacherous expanse of water nearly
a mile wide. All vehicles would
have been horse-drawn and all
would have been
manhandled into place.
Furthermore, the Glaslyn river had
to be diverted. This was done by
cutting through the solid rock of

stones

Ynys Tywyn and by providing
sluice gates (S) to control the flow.
A footpath (R) runs around Llyn
Bach and crosses the modern sluice

oq1eg

THE
LiTTLE MARKET

A CORNUCOPIA OF FRESH FRUIT,
VEGETABLES, FLOWERS,
HOMEBAKING & COOKED MEATS.

HIGH STREET, PORTHMADOG.
Telephone: 513219

It is a great tradegy that
Madocks did not live to see the
fruits of his work. His ambitious
schemes and the breaching of his
embankment in February of 1812
(a combination of the forces of a
high spring tide and an on shore
gale) left him virtually bankrupt,
and the strain and anxiety he
suffered in attempting to see his
project through seriously affected
his health.

The breach was repaired and in

TYN LLAN CRAFTS

Penmorfa, Nr. Porthmadog

time it was found that the diverted
Glaslyn river had scoured a deep-
water channel which came to be
used as a harbour and was the
beginning of Porthmadog. A new
Quayside, known as Holland’s
Wharf (T) was built and rented to
Samuel Holland who owned one
of the slate quarries near Ffestiniog.

The development of the slate
trade through Porthmadog
represents the final phase of the
Madocks’ enterprise. Various
schemes were tried to bring the
slate to the port before it was finally
decided to build a narrow guage
tramway, the present Ffestiniog
Railway (U), in 1836. By this time

Madocks was dead and therefore TOBACCONIST
; CONFECTIONERY
was not able to see the slate trains TOYS

crossing hisembankment to unload
there cargoes into the holds of

Tel: Porthmadog
i'nﬁ (0766) 512244

* Come to us for all you
Travel plans

* all Airlines & Tour
Operators featured

* Specialists to Australia
& USA

waiting vessels at Porthmadog.
(Empty trucks were drawn to the
quarries by horses and on the return
journey the horses were loaded into
carriages behind the loaded trucks
and the train ran down to the
embankment by gravity).

LLOYDS
NEWSAGENTS

125 HIGH STREET, PORTHMADOG.
TEL: 512161

” PORTHMADOG POTTERY |

Secluded farm buildings nestling in tranquil Welsh countryside. Farm museumn/craftshop in Haybarn and
Shippon full of countrywide unusual crafts. Homemade scones, freshly brewed coffee in cosy stable

coffee shop. Country walks and historic churchyard. Situated on old original road to the Lleyn Peninsula.
Just 5 minutes from Porthmadog.

FREE ADMISSION Ry,
Tel: 0766 512175 v:;,f#
Parties Welcome. % o

i Open Easter to October - Mon to sat Low Season
| Sunday Opening: Bank Holidays, High Season

-

11

AN ACTION ATTRACTION

* Make a Pot or Paint a Plate to Take Away - We'll Show You How

* Watch us making and painting our pottery * Video Presentation

* Amazing Wall Mural * Pottery Pantry Snack Bar and Picnic Garden
* Children Free Admission - Adults 25p

* End of Snowdon Street opposite Woolworths

* Open Monday to Friday 9.30 a.m. - 5.30 p.m. Easter to Beginning Oct.

\ Telephone: (0776) 512137
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It was largely as a result of the
slate trade that Porthmadog grew
steadily in the middle decades of
the nineteenth century. Its
population rose from 885 in 1821
to 3,059 in 1861.

Small ships had been built
locally on the shores of Borth-y-
Gest before this time but the
expansion of trade from
Porthmadog gave birth to a new
maritime community here. The
story of Porthmadog ships and her

Rob Peircy
Gallery

Original Watercolours
and
Limited Edition Prints

&

Tea Room
Home Baked Cakes, Scones

and Filled Rolls.
Fresh Coffee, Variety of Teas.

Open 10.00 a.m. - 5 p.m. Daily
(10.00 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. Wednesday
Closed Sunday)
SNOWDON STREET,

PORTHMADIG,
Telephone:

513833

Peter Hollyman M

Perfumes, Cosmetics, Toiletries, Films,
Cameras, Health Products
All you need for a Healthy, Happy Holiday.

83 High Street, Porthmadog, Gwynedd LL49 9EV
Telephone: Porthmadog (0766) 512745

Also at:

16 Penlan Street, Pwllheli, Gwynedd LLS3 5DE.
Telephone: Pwllheli (0758) 612191

seamen is one of great courage and
adventure. It is the story of how
small groups of people, families,
friends put their small saving into
the building of fine schooners that
went out to the world from
Porthmadog. Profit was often
dearly earned, and frequently these
ventures ended in tragidy

Sometimes an entire family put to
sea as master, mate and crew of
their own vessel. It is the story of
tough seamen and shrewd captains,
many of whom survived the decline
of Porthmadog’s trade, tocommand
the much larger steel ships of world
famous merchant fleets after the
last war. (The story of Porthmadogs
seafaring people is fully told in the
book ‘Porthmadog Ships’ and a
visit to the Maritime museum (V)
on the harbour side will provide

you with many interesting details
and photographs from this period
of the town’s history).

The key to the success lay in
the harbour which Madocks had
builtin 1825. In a single year it was
estimted that over a thousand
vessels used the harbour, vessels in
the export of slate. In the peak year
of 1873 over 116,000 tons of slate
left the port for all parts of the
world. Locally built schooners
sailed to Hamburg with slates for
instance and loaded fruit in Greece
and saltin Spain; they sailed across
the Atlantic to fetch cargoes of salt
-cod from Newfoundland and hides
from South America.

As a commercial harbour
Porthmadog’s decline began with
the arrival of the Cambrian
Railway. This offered an alternative

THE
NATIONAL

- MILK
BAR

FOR ALL YOUR EATING DELIGHTS
OPEN DAILY 8 am - 8 pm
Telephone: (0766) 513760

means of exporting the slate to the
growing industrial towns of
England and by 1900
approximately equal quantities of
slate left the area by rail and sea.
The last of Porthmadog’s fleet of
sailing ships had perished by 1945
and a colourful, romantic and
exciting chapter of local history
stretching back to William
Alexander Madocks had come to a
close.

Wander now around the town
and with the aid of the map (centre

Y BYCHAN - LITTLE ONE

BABY & CHILDRENS BOUTIQUE

Everything for Children 0-4 Years
Baby and Childrens wear. Cot and Pram Linen. Bathtime and Toiletry
Plastics. Nappies. Nursery Furniture. Home and Car Safety Equipment.
Silver Cross Prams. Pushchairs & Accessories.

Main Stockists for Harringtons - Chealoo - Padders - Silver Cross and many others
COME AND LOOK AROUND

124 High Street, Porthmadog. Telephone: 513827

-




pages) discover for yourself the
visible reminders of this period.
You will find photographs of old
Porthmadog in the “Ship Inn/Y
Llong” and at “Owens Cafe” for
example. (The sites mentioned in
the text and others are labelled on
the map). Itis hoped that Madocks’
enterprising spirit lives on in
Porthmadog and that evidence can
still be found of the far reaching
contacts this small town once had
with the world.

The following brief notes
supplement the text you have just

Tel: Porthmadog (0766) 512171

G. QUAECK & CO. LTD.

FURNISHERS
BEDS - BEDDING - SETTEES - CHAIRS

Parker Knoll Main Agents - Reproduction &
Modern Furniture - Carpets Supplied and Fitted
Loose Covers - Curtains - Pelmets
Any Re-Upholstering Undertaken - Furniture
Repairs and Polishing.

Many Unusual Deights to Add Style
to Your Home

150 HIGH STREET, PORTHMADOG,
GWYNEDD LL49 9NS

CAIRA

TREMARG
In the old Georgian Market Hall,
CARA INTERIOR DESIGN SHOP
showing Oriental Quilts and Dhurries,
Crewel Work by the metre.
Portmeirion Pottery
and lots more!

Tel: 0766 513251

read. The letter in brackets is
referece to the map on the centre
pages of this booklet and will help
you to locate the site in the town.

(A) to (P) except (H). These
have already been referred to in the
text.

96 STRYD FAWR
POTHMADOC

The current CARA collection is here,
now. Fun, comfortable, ready to wear.
Pick up a Catalogue today.

Galwch acw,
mae rhywbeth at ddant pawb!

Tel: 0766 512808

LEISURE WORLD
23 High Street
Tel: 512934

PORTHMADOG

Fabulous Value - Latest Designs
Outdoor Clothing - Camping - Footwear
It will pay you to pay a visit!

KARRIMOR - MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT - BARBOUR - SPRAYWAY
GELERT - CRAGHOPPERS - AND MUCH MORE!

OUTDOOR WORLD
61 High Street
Tel: 513749

(H). Ty Nanney. Madocks had
intended that St. Mary’s should
replace Ynys Cynhaearn as Parish
Church but this did not materialise.
Ty Nanney was to be the vicarage.
It was completed by David Ellis

TAN YR ONNEN HOTEL

Pemamser Road, Porthmadiog,
Gwynedd LL49 9NY.
Tel: (0766) 512443

Tony and Betty Dady, resident proprietors, offer
you friendly hospitality at their attractive,
private hotel situated in its own gardens, at the
edge of town.

Twelve bedrooms, single, double, twin and family
rooms (some en suite) plus breakfast.

Hot and cold water, heating, shaver points,
beverage-making facilities and colour T.V. in
all bedrooms. Ample car parking. Les Routiers
recommended

Nanney of Gwynfryn,
Llanystumdy and although he never
lived there the house still bears his
name.

(Q) The Embankment. To
celebrate completion of the Cob,
as it is locally known, an ox was
roasted on Tuesday, 17th of
September 1811, as part of the
jubiilee celebration that included
an Eisteddfod and horse races. The
original embankment was 4 metres
wide and 6 metres above the sands.

(R) Footpath around Llyn
Bach. Walking from Ynys Tywyn
around Llyn Bach will bring you to
the Porthmadog Flour Mill (D),
built in 1862. Today this is the
home of Craft Centre Cymru and
of the Porthmadog Pottery, where
you can throw your own pot. A
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notable feature is the mural painted
onto the gable of the mill by the
artist Ed Povey. This is the largest
mural in Wales.

(S) Sluic Gates.

(T) Hollands Wharf. This was
the first quay to be built once the
possibilities of the new deep water
channel had been realised. In time
other Wharfs were built to

accommodate the shipment of

slates by other quarries.

(U) Ffestiniog Railway. The
chief planner and engineer was
James Spooner. In 1863 a special
steam engine invented by his son,
Charles Easton Spooner, was
introduced. The Boston Lodge
Foundry at the eastern end of the
Cob was so-called from the

COB RECORDS

INTERNATIONAL RECORD DEALERS

BRAND NEW & QUALITY
GUARANTEED SECOND HAND LPs,
TAPES, CDs, VIDEO TAPES & SINGLES|
1/2/3 BRITANNIA TERRACE 320 HIGH STREET
PORTHMADOG BANGOR

GWYNEDD LL49 SNA GWYNEDD LL57 1YA
Tel: (0766) 512170/513185 Tel: (0248) 353020

constituency in Lincolnshire which
Madocks
Parliament.

represented in

(V) Maritime Museum. Set up
in 1979.

(W, X) Canol Y Clwt and
Greaves Wharf. Once this was just
a strip of sandy beach where ships
were built in the 1820’s and 30’s,
but shipbuilding ended here in
1850 to make way for new wharfs.

(Y) The steep hillside near the

- TELEFLORIST - 1

| Mayfair Flowers |

MAY WE BE FAIR |
TO YOU

Bouquets - Delivery Service

1BANK PLACE. Tel: 513786

e

ESTATE AGENCY !

102 HIGH STREET ?
TEL: (0766) 513711

YOUR MOVE THROUGH US WILL BE |
EFFICIENT AND COST EFFECTIVE
WHY NOT CALL AND SEE

harbour was the first part of the
town to be developed. By 1850
there were up to 200 houses on the
hillside. The area around the square,
Cornhill was the maritime hub of
Porthmadog. Here were found the
offices of the Porthmadog Ship
Insurance Society and in the
building to the right of the steps a
school of navigation was started in
1838. The steps were built to
connect the quaysides with the
houses on Garth Terrace. (a)

(Z) Blue Anchor Inn. This

BROWSERS
BOOKSHOP

For the widest stock of Books,Maps,
Guides, BBC titles, Book Tokens,
Penguins, Art Materials. Stationery

and Greetings Cards. Books-by
Post and free, fast Order service mm

LIs First! i\g

(0766) 512066

]
4
|}

BECWS KIRKHOPES
BAKERY

Arbenigwyr Bara a Chacennau

105 Stryd Fawr,
Porthmadoc

Ffon: Porthmadog 512449
Bread & Cake Specialists

building was bought in in 1907 by
the North Wales Womens
Temperance Movement and was
opened as a Sailors’ Institute.

(b) Ballast Island. Ships
returning to Porthmadog without

BROWSERS
BOOKSHOP

For the widest stock of Books,Maps,
Guides, BBC titles, Book Tokens,
Penguins, Art Materials, Stationery
and Greetings Cards. Books- by-
Post and free, fast Order service mm

-Porfhmadog -
(0766) 512066

[

Two shops in one — Twice the choice!




cargoes did so ‘in ballast’. This
form of loading for stability
included any number of diferent
materials such as manure, lime,
gravel, soil, stone and rubble.
Originally this was off-loaded onto
the site of the present South
Snowdon Wharf (see Rotten Tare)
but when this was eventually
levelled ballast was dumped on a
sandy bank on the Eastern side of
the Glaslyn. The island you can see
today consists of stones and plants
from many parts of the world.

(c) Rotten Tare. Once the site

Telephone: (0766) 512589

J&J’s

Fish & Chips Shop

Still The Best
Open 11.30 - 2.00
and 5.00 - 10.00 Mon-Sat.

38 Snowdon Street,
| Porthmadog,
! Gwynedd LL49 9DF

knitting & needlework

centre
(Linda Owen)

49 High Street,
Porthmadog

Telephone:
513950

of extensive shipbuilding. Ships
were launched sideways on from
here. The large photograph on the
cover of this booklet is of the last
ship to be built in Porthmadog in
1913. the ‘Gestiana’ as she was
called was launched from Rotten
Tare. The ill-fated, three masted
schooner ran onto the Goodwin
Sands on her first outward voyage,
and was lost when only four months
oldin October 1913, 6 miles east of
Louisburg, off Newfoundland.

(d) Flour Mill. See (R)

SIOP EIFIONYDD
115 STRYD FAWR, PORTHMADOG
Llén - Cardd - Casetiau - Cardiau

Music, Books & Accessories. Cassettes
of Welsh Artistes & Choirs.
Weslh interest Books & Greetings Cards

Ffon/Tel: 514045/512795
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Opposite the Park you will find

Slate & Shells Shop

GIFTS OF QUALITY

Butterfly Tea Room

Home-made baked Cakes and Scones
Many Exotic Teas

41 High Street, Porthmadog.
Tel: 514334

(e) Breese, Jones and Casson.
Porthmadog’s first solicitor’s
practice. David Lloyd George and
his brother William were articled
clerks to the company.

(f) The Park. Y Parc. After the
gorse-covered sand dunes were
levelled this became a useful site
for meetings such as the ‘Horse
and Dogs Shows’. It was also a
ropewalk where ropemakers
twisted the long lengths of rope
and cable that were needed by all
sailing ships of that period.

Chandlery & Clothing
Brokerage & Sails
Insurance Agency
Rigeing & Services

GlYRED wown

The Avenue, Porthmadog
Gwynedd LL49 9HP
Telephone: Porthmadog
(0766) 512626/#

Car Accessories & Components } x
Suppliers to the Motor Trade
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(g) Welsh Highland Light
Railway. Founded in 1923. Its
original function was to carry slates
down from the Croesor quarries
and to carry passengers as far as
Dinas, near Llanwnda. Several
thousands of pounds were invested
by local Councils. The line was
unsuccessful and closed in
bankruptcy in 1937.The rails were
taken up in 1943. A new company
was formed in 1964 and operates
along a short stretch of track. It is
the intention of this company to
eventually reopen the line as far as
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Beddgelert.

(h) Queen’s Hotel. The ‘British
School’ was established here in
1838, but when the Cambrian
Railway opened in 1865 many
parents feared for the safety of
their children, a factor which
contibuted to the decision to close
and move the school. In 1868 the
building was sold to the railway
and was renamed the ‘Railway
Hotel’ before becoming the
‘Queen’s’.

(1) Ysgol Eifionydd. Opened
1894.

() Ynys Galch. It is not certain
whether this site obtained its name
from a lime kiln or if lime was
stored here for use during the
process of extracting iron-ore once

WELSH
FARMHOUSE ICES

& CAFE
Traditional & Vegetarian Food
Coffee (Cappuccino & Filter)
Lunches, Teas, Quality Fare

Open: 10.30 am - 6.00 pm
Telephone: 514625

16 Lombard Street (opp. Playground)

mined at Pensyflog. On top of the
island stands a memorial to the
local men who fell in the two world
wars.

(k) Borth-y-Gest. Ships had
been built here before Porthmadog
was established and the business
increased with the expansion of
the slate industry. There were four
busy yards at Borth-y-Gest and
many ships were built here
including the ‘Pride of Wales’ in
1870 and the ‘Fleetwing’ and
‘Blanche Curry’ in 1874. Like the
‘S.S. Great Britain’ until here

GWYNEDD
ENGINEERING
and
Woodburning Centre

2 BANK PLACE, PORTHMADOG.
TEL: (0766) 513148

Proprietor: K. Harrison

Specialists in Supply and Installation
of Multi-Fuel Central Heating Boilers/
Cookers and Stoves. Oil/Gas-fired
Domestic and Industrial Boilers.

Domestic Hot Water. Solar Energy.

rescue and restoration, ‘Fleetwing’
ended her days as a coal hulk in the
Falkland islands.

(i) Ynys Cyngar. (not shown
on map but is the southernmost tip
of land below Morfa Bychan). Once
and island. So called aftera Sth-6th
century saint who, according to
tradition landed here. Before
Porthmadog Ynys Cyngar was the
point where seagoing vessels would
anchor to await and take on board
slate cargoes which were brought
down the Dwyryd river on barges.

(M) The newer part of
Porthmadog, around ‘Snowdon’,
‘Chapel’, ‘Madoc’ and ‘New’
streets, dating from between 1851
and 1871.

(n) Slate Wharves. Here were
the slate wharves of the Ffestiniog
quarries. The Cwmorthin,

Mike’s Fresh Foods

DELICATESSEN

A Fine Selection of British &
Continental Cheese and Cooked Meats,
Chickens. Sandwiches made to order.

106a HIGH STREET, PORTHMADOG
Tel: Porthmadog 513296

Maenofferen, Votty and Welsh
Slate companies all loaded slates
here. Many slates were shipped to
Germany and the Baltic following
the great fire of Hamburg in 1842.

(Those wishing to know more
about William Madocks should
read Elizabeth Beazley's excellent
biography ‘Madocks and the
Wonder of Wales’ 2nd Edition,
1985. The History ‘Porthmadog
Ships’ is now out-of-print but
copies should be available at
libraries).

DAFYDD ELLIS

90 High Street, Porthmadog.
Tel: 512024
o ST T SR
| JEWELLER
\_—_— = = //

Seiko, Citizen, Casio Watches
Agent Rosita & Lotus Pearls

COMMERCIAL BAKERY
& CAFE

PORTHMADOG (Opp. Woolworths)

Try our Fresh Crusty Bread, Bara Brith,
Welsh Cakes and a large variety of
delicious fresh cream cakes
Cafe open for breakfast, coffee, snacks,

afternoon teas etc.
Open 7 days in Summer Season
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CLASSIFIED LIST OF ADVERTISERS

(page No. of advertisement/map reference in brackets)

ANTIQUES

Pioden/Magpie (3/4)

ART GALLERY, ART SUPPLIES
Rob Piercy Gallery (15/25)

Browsers Bookshops (20/23)
BICYCLES

KK Cycles (Kandy Kitchen) (4/4)
BOOKS, MAPS, RECORDS, MUSIC
Browsers Bookshop (20/23)

Cob Records (19/47)

Siop Eifionydd (21/16)

CHILDRENS CLOTHES, ACCESSORIES,
TOYS

Y Bychan (Little One) (16/10)

Kidstuff (10/26)

KK Cycles (4/4)

Lloyds, Newsagent (12/11)
DEPARTMENT STORES

Kerfoots Home and Leisure (1/7)
ELECTRICAL GOODS, TV & RADIO
N. J. Noutch (3/5)

Nurses TV and Radio {7/33)

ESTATE AGENTS

Exchange (19/19)

FOOD & FLOWERS

J. & J’s Fish and Chips (21/29)
Kirkhopes Bakery (20/20)

Little Mart (11/45)

Mayfair Flowers (19/32)

Mike’s Fresh Food (24/17)

Newells Sandwich Bar (4/31)

Owens Commercial Bakery and Restaurant -
(24/24)

R. J. Pritchard Greengrocers (9/13)
FURNITURE, SOFT FURNISHINGS
Kerfoots (1/7)

Quaecks (17/6)

Siop Elen (6/27)

GIFTS, GLASSWARE, GREETINGS
CARDS

Browsers Bookshop (20/23)

Kidstuff (10/26)

Pioden/Magpie (3/44)

Slate and Shells (22/41)

Tyn Llan Pottery (11/52)

HEALTH PRODUCTS

Hollymans (15/22)

HEATING, PLUMBING, SOLID FUEL
APPLIANCES

Gwynedd Engineering and Woodburning
Centre (23/34)

HOTELS

Tan Y Ronnen Hocel (18/8)

Obtain competition details from advertisers.

IRONMONGERS, HARDWARE, PAINT
Gwynedd Caravans (6/28)
JEWELLERS

Dafydd Ellis (18/21)

George and Sons (10/15)

J. Pratt (26/3)

LADIESWEAR

Cara (18/18)

Leisure World (17/36)

Linda Owen (21/39)

Lingerie (8/38)

Superseconds (5/42)

MARINE SERVICES

Glaslyn Marine (22/51)
MENSWEAR

Davies Menswear (10/37)

Leisure World (17/36)

Superseconds (5/42)
NEWSAGENTS, TOBACCONISTS
Lloyds (12/11)

OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT, CLOTHING,
LEISUREWEAR

Leisure World (17/36)

Outdoor World (17/36)
PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT &
SUPPLIERS

Hollymans (15/22)

Nigels (4/14)

POTTERY

Porthmadog Pottery (11/52)
RAILWAYS

Ffestiniog Railway (27/50)

Welsh Highland Light Railway (3/1)
RESTAURANTS , PUBS, CAFES,
TEA ROOMS

Butterfly Tearooms (22/41)
Cadwaladers Ices (8/40)

Farmhouse Ices (23/48)

Ffestiniog Railway (27/50)

Harbour Restaurant (8/50)

Y Llong Public House and Restaurant (5/49)
National Milk Bar (16/46)

Owens Commercial (24/24)
Porthmadog Pottery (12/30)

Rob Piercy Gallery and Tea Rooms (15/25)
Siop Eifionydd (21/16)

TOYS

Kandy Kithen (4/4)

Kidstuff (10/26)

Lloyds Newsagents (12/11)
TRAVEL

Cable Travel (12/9)

Gwynedd Travel (7/35)

J. W. PRAIT JE\/\/ELLERS

ANTIQUE GOLD & SILVER JEWELLERY

REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS TO ALL TYPES OF JEWELLERY
ARE CARRIED OUT ON OUR PREMISES

ALL WATCH & CLOCK REPAIRS
WE SPECIAUSE IN GOLD & SILVER POCKET
WATCHES, REPAIRS & SALES.
ALL REPAIRS 12 /\/\ONTHS GUARANTEE

EAR PIERCING VALUATION : RESTRII\GIN(;

TOP PRICES PAID FOR GOILD & SILVER

S e
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